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Saving one
child at a
time

A legendary
“yes” for
Martina!

LaKay Fayson

Martina Sykes

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Martina Sykes started trying to out sing her mother in
church when she was just
five years old. Fast-forward
more than 20 years later,
this same tenacious little
girl, now all grown up, is on
her way to an early rehearsal to go over changes
to a script. And it’s not just
any typical script!
“Berry Gordy said that
as long as he’s alive, that
script is always going to
change,” said Sykes.
The script that she was
referring to is for the traveling Broadway hit show “Motown-The Musical” that will
be touring the United States
for the next year and a half.
The musical played to
packed audiences at the
David A. Straz Center in
downtown Tampa from
March 17 - 22.
Sykes played the roles of
Gwen Gordy, Mary Wells,
Cindy Birdsong and one of
the Vandellas from the
super group Martha and the
Vandellas.
A St. Petersburg native,
Sykes attributes her success
to growing up in a nurturing
community environment.

The Reaching Greater Heights Youth Summit was held at Fifth Avenue Church of Christ,
4200 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, where Pastor Joe Tucker watches over his flock.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Fifth Avenue Church of
Christ’s youth summit
was in full swing Sat.,
March 21 as elementary
through college students
showed up for a day of information on everything
from community opportu-

See MARTINA, page 12

nities for teens to economics empowerment.
The summit, intent on
steering the youth in the
right direction, led off
with prayer before breaking up into six 30 minute
sessions where they
learned everything from
how to save money to
staying out of the justice
system.

Coach Carlos Daniels
from Campbell Park
Recreation Center spoke
about opportunities with
TASCO. Short for Teen
Arts, Sports, and Cultural
Opportunities, TASCO
has been in the community for over 20 years
providing center-based
programs and special
events as well as helping

to educate the youth.
From technology such as
video production to various sports, TASCO aims
to steer children away
trouble.
“At Campbell Park
we’re trying to find activities during the summer
time so you all won’t get
See YOUTH, pages 10

5th Annual Literacy Fest
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Fifth Annual James
Weldon Johnson Community Literacy Festival took
place Sat., March 21 behind the library at 1059
18th Ave. This year the
celebration
coincided
with the 100-year anniversary of the St. Petersburg
Library System.
Between the hulahoop competitions, drawings for prizes, music, a
free tie-dye shirts for the
children, food and fun,
this event was one that

will not soon be forgotten.
A commemorative cake
to mark the first century
of library history was enjoyed by all, and even a
Frankie Beverly impersonator dropped by to entertain the crowds.
The huge turnout of
people included Mayor
Rick Kriseman, State Representative Darryl Rouson, City Councilmen
Karl Nurse and Wengay
Newton, Commissioner
Ken Welch and Vito Sheeley representing Congresswoman
Kathy
Castor.
See READ, page 11

Each year the crowds get larger at the festival.

ST. PETERSBURG - If
you ever wondered what it
takes to foster or adopt a
child, a local organization
wants to hear from you.
One Church One Child of
Florida held an educational
forum Fri., March 20 to get
the word out and Annie’s
Beauty Supply, located at
2104 34th St. S., opened its
doors to those looking to
get more information.
“Our mission is to get
at least one family at each
church to adopt one child,”
said LaKay Fayson Recruitment Coordinator for One
Church One Child. “That
would resolve the problem.”
But with 800 children in
Florida’s foster care system
on any given day, it seems
that goal is a hefty one.
Fayson feels positive there
are many qualified families
and individuals out there
who could make a difference in a child’s life, but are
perhaps a little wary of
what it entails to foster a
child.
“Once you become licensed, the care managers
are going to try to put a
child in your home as soon
as possible because there’s
a shortage of foster
homes,” explained Fayson.
But it doesn’t take
much more than a gentle
heart and commitment to
get the ball rolling. Persons
looking to foster must be at
See ADOPT, page 7
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Speaking in tongues

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord Saints.
This week I will address how to teach someone to speak in tongues.
I’m not sure how you
accomplish this since it is
God Himself that gives the
spiritual gift and it’s God
Himself speaking through
that person and not the individual. I’m bringing it up
because after service on
Sunday a brother brought
up the subject because I
mentioned looking at the
“Preachers of Detroit”
show. He stated he is from
Detroit and went to one of
those churches and that
the leader of that church
offers this to the members.
He described where the
leader brings all of them
into a room at once, and
then tells them to repeat
what he says over and over
again. Interesting.
I know me and my wife
and five of my kids, the
other was away in the military, came to tarrying
service on different nights
and sat there with Sis. Callie Gavin and all she told
us to do is “call on that
name Jesus” over and over
and let everything else go

and leave it in His hands.
After 10-30 minutes, each
of us started speaking in
tongues just as the disciples did in the Upper
Room in the Book of Acts,
the second chapter.
I know only of two
other ways: by the laying
on of hands and as the
Word was being preached.
Besides that, it’s a mystery
to me how someone could
get it any other way. I have
since that time been given
the gift of diverse tongues
and whenever the Lord
feels He needs to speak
through me I obey.
Acts 2 King James
Version (KJV)
1 And when the day of
Pentecost was fully come,
they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And
suddenly there came a
sound from heaven as of a
rushing mighty wind, and
it filled all the house where
they were sitting. 3 And
there appeared unto them
cloven tongues like as of
fire, and it sat upon each of
them. 4 And they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit

gave them utterance.
38 Then Peter said
unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost.
Acts 4 King James
Version (KJV)
31 And when they had
prayed, the place was
shaken where they were
assembled together; and
they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and they
spake the word of God
with boldness.
Acts 8 King James
Version (KJV)
15 Who, when they
were come down, prayed
for them, that they might
receive the Holy Ghost:
16 (For as yet he was
fallen upon none of them:
only they were baptized in
the name of the Lord
Jesus.) 17 Then laid they
their hands on them, and
they received the Holy
Ghost. 18 And when
Simon saw that through
laying on of the apostles’
hands the Holy Ghost was
given, he offered them
money, 19 Saying, Give me

also this power, that on
whomsoever I lay hands,
he may receive the Holy
Ghost. 20 But Peter said
unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because
thou hast thought that the
gift of God may be purchased with money.
Acts 9 King James
Version (KJV)
17 And Ananias went
his way, and entered into
the house; and putting his
hands on him said,
Brother Saul, the Lord,
even Jesus, that appeared
unto thee in the way as
thou camest, hath sent me,
that thou mightiest receive
thy sight, and be filled with
the Holy Ghost. 18 And
immediately there fell
from his eyes as it had
been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and
arose, and was baptized.
Acts 10 King James
Version (KJV)
44 While Peter yet
spake these words, the
Holy Ghost fell on all them
which heard the word. 45
And they of the circumcision which believed were
astonished, as many as
came with Peter, because

how they could have strategically loaned their voices,
finances and access to aide
in furthering education in
Midtown?
Many of these celebrity
types that we love and who
have risen to celebrity status as a direct result of the
love and support we have
shown them, have become
so caught up in their
celebrity status that they
have lost sight of their journeys to success.
Some certainly will believe that it was by their own
merit that they achieved the
level of success they did,
but this is where they err.
Had it not been for the
many folks, black, white,
old, young, rich and poor
that took beatings and even
death, many of the civil liberties and opportunities

that African-American superstars experience today
may still have been nothing
more than a dream.
I am certain that many
of these celebrity types will
purport that they have notfor-profit organizations that
were created for the purpose of giving back, but it
would be my guess that
once it is all said and done,
many of these organization
headed up by these
celebrity types serve more
as a tax benefit as opposed
to substantive strategies
that could serve as a catalyst for improving the quality of life within the
African-American communities.
I know that Tom Joyner
has one of the most notable
reputations for charity as a
result of his commitment to

historically black colleges;
however, like we’re seeing
with South Carolina State,
his money can’t do it alone.
Those who purport to offer
charity in minority communities have opportunities galore to make long term
sustainable impact on
African-American communities if they sought to utilize
their celebrity status in
much more strategic ways.
For example, Tom and
his crew, along with hundreds of other celebrity
types, including President
Obama and his family, converged on Selma, Ala., to
participate in the commemorative activities for the 50th
anniversary of the march
from Selma to Montgomery, which ultimately
resulted in the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 being

that on the Gentiles also
was poured out the gift of
the Holy Ghost. 46 For
they heard them speak
with tongues, and magnify
God. Then answered
Peter, 47 Can any man forbid water, that these
should not be baptized,
which have received the
Holy Ghost as well as we?
48 And he commanded
them to be baptized in the
name of the Lord. Then
prayed they him to tarry
certain days.
Acts 11 King James
Version (KJV)
15 And as I began to
speak, the Holy Ghost fell
on them, as on us at the beginning. 16 Then remembered I the word of the
Lord, how that he said,
John indeed baptized with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.
Acts 15 King James
Version (KJV)
8 And God, which
knoweth the hearts, bare
them witness, giving them
the Holy Ghost, even as he
did unto us;
Acts 19 King James
Version (KJV)
2 He said unto them,

Have ye received the Holy
Ghost since ye believed?
And they said unto him,
We have not so much as
heard whether there be
any Holy Ghost. 3 And he
said unto them, Unto what
then were ye baptized?
And they said, Unto John’s
baptism. 4 Then said Paul,
John verily baptized with
the baptism of repentance,
saying unto the people,
that they should believe on
him which should come
after him, that is, on Christ
Jesus. 5 When they heard
this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord
Jesus. 6 And when Paul
had laid his hands upon
them, the Holy Ghost
came on them; and they
spake with tongues, and
prophesied.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Rob Harrison,
PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
Chaplain - Southern
Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Open Door Church of
God & True Holiness 2800 41st Ave. N, St. Pete.

Tom Joyner
Dear Editor,
Last
week
Happy
Worker’s Learning Center,
Inc. had the pleasure of
being one of the sponsors
for the Tom Joyner meet
and greets tour at that took
place at Sylvia’s Soul Food
Restaurant.
While the Happy Workers’ S.M.A.R.T. Board of Directors was excited about
the marketing opportunity
for the daycare, as the chairwoman of the board, I could
not help but wonder what
long term impact could
have been made in Midtown. What if instead of utilizing their celebrity status
to shake hands and take
selfies, Joyner and his crew
used those two hours to sit
down with elected officials
and community sponsors
with a goal of determining

signed.
The weekend was filled
with speeches, interviews,
church services from
March 5- 9. Yes, there are
still activities occurring, but
now that the cameras have
left Selma, where are all the
celebrity types? Everybody
that was anybody was in
Selma for five days, but outside of the preferential treatment and the barrage of
photo ops, what will be the
story for the people of
Selma 50 years from now as
a result of having a healthy
representative of A-listers
converge on their city.
One can only imagine
the emotions felt by those
celebrities who were in
Selma the weekend of
March 5 and more specifically when they marched
across the Edmund Pettus

Bridge! However, our
celebrity types must remember the march did not
cease on the Edmund Pettus Bridge; the march continued on to Montgomery
for five days and 54 miles! If
we are going to reenact our
story we must remember
the entire story!
Maria L. Scruggs
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Attention all non-hateful
baseball fans
It’s the 2015 baseball season and I,
Coach Thomas English, along with St.
Petersburg and America’s inner-city
youth are victims of the Little League
Baseball industrial complex. I am calling upon you, your good spirit and
your voice to protest Little League
Baseball and it’s structured hate towards black children.

Sat., April 4, by way of your Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and every
other social media outlets, please say
or type these words: “I (say your
name) protest Little League Baseball
and it’s structured hate towards black
kids.”
If you care about black children,
please show your support.

BE SURE TO CHECK
OUT OUR WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Dr. Nancy Bryant; Edie Darling; Dr. Marilyn Fudge;
School Board Member Rene Flowers; Tamara Felton Howard, Esq.;
Jacqueline Hubbard, Esq.; Cynthia Jenkins;
Ya La’Ford, Esq.; and Shannon Ligon, Esq.
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Bring Change 2 Mind Rally
BY ALLEN BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Professional Woman’s
Group of Tampa hosted the
first Bring Change 2 Mind
Rally at the Sanderlin Center
last Sat., March 21 from 10 2 p.m. The event emphasized removing the stigma of
people having mental health
issues by providing a
plethora of health services to
cater to their individual
needs.
Vendors were on hand to
offer services and information ranging from personal
wellness and development to
HIV and STD prevention
such as ReachUp, a Tampabased service organization
that believes health begins
where we live, work and play.
Vanessa Johnson, CEO
and founder of Blue Moon
211 Inc., provides suicide
prevention outreach to communities through public
awareness, education and
motivation. According to the
Center for Disease Control,
over 5,400 young people in
grades 7-12 try to take their
lives every day in America.

In a year’s time, that equates
to 1,971,000 school aged
youth attempting suicide.
Enso Behavioral Healthcare was also at the rally to
inform citizens about their
services to help people
struggling with body image,
eating disorders, substance
abuse, addictions, depression, anxiety, work related
stress, parenting and grief
and loss.
For ex-felons who are
trying to transition back into
society, their challenges are
sometimes insurmountable,
which is why they would
need an organization such as
the Pinellas Ex-Offender Reentry Coalition (PERC).
“What we do is help people who have convictions in
their background find employment,” said Monique
Baker, employment developer for PERC. The organization assists ex-felons with
filling out applications, offer
classes on the interview
process and even help them
a place to live.
Baker shared the impact
of PERC on ex-offenders
through a story about a
young lady who was very

bright and tech savvy but
was addicted to drugs and
ended up stealing and losing
her job. When she was released from prison, she
found PERC and they helped
her restart her life. She is
currently training for a future management position.
Additional vendors included
YouFit,
Blue
Medicare HMO, Walmart,
Community Specialty Pharmacy, Help-Us Help-U
Health and Wellness Clinic
and Access Florida.
Everyone who came to
the rally could sign an EndThe-Stigma Pledge to show
support for people with mental illness. Anyone who
signed the pledge was given
a ticket to get a t-shirt, snack
and drink before they left the
event. The Bring Change 2
Mind Rally is the result of a
partnership between Glenn
Close and the Fountain
House.
For more information,
you can view the website
www.bringchange2mind.org.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Eta Rho Chapter’s founder greets
new Basileus
BY TOM PACKER
Guest Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Eta Rho Chapter-Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity dawned
a new day as Brother
Mordecai Walker, the last
of the original seven chapter founders, greeted Ivan
Tucker, the newly elected
chapter Basileus for 2015.
Walker, along with six
other men of Omega,
founded the Eta Rho Chapter in 1962. Those men
were James Jackson, Sr.,
James Chapman, Louis O.
Harper, Ervin Rouson,
Robert Williams and
Cyrus Everette.
Walker continues to
serve as a valued chapter
member and advisor to
Brother Tucker and the
chapter’s executive board
of directors.
Tucker was successful
in bringing before the
chapter and receiving a
unanimous vote that all of
brother Walker’s dues
would from henceforth be
borne by Eta Rho Chapter.
Walker, a graduate of

L-R Ivan Tucker and Mordecai Walker
Tennessee State University, pledged Rho Psi in
1950 and is proud of the
fact that he has never
missed a chapter meeting.
As Tucker implements

his vision for the future of
Eta Rho, he is honored to
have by his side a man that
has been an active member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity for 65 years.
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Spring into summer with ELC Family Expo
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Over 200 people attended
the Early Learning Coalition (ELC) of Pinellas
County’s Family Expo
Spring Now Summer Wow
activities last Sat., March 21
at the Childs Park YMCA.
The free family expo provided parents a head start
for planning structured
summer activities and
learning opportunities for
their children.
The event featured information on licensed summer
camps for children, child
screenings for developmental vision and hearing, Voluntary
Prekindergarten
Program (VPK) registration
information, children and
family resources from community agencies, book giveaways and healthy food
demonstrations from Publix
and Boar’s Head.
“Our sponsors and vendors did an amazing job of
offering information and assistance to families,” said
Matthew Spence, director
of planning and development for ELC. In all, 17 vendors were available for
parents seeking that ideal
location where they know
their children will receive
quality servicing by licensed summer camps.
“We were really trying
to get out to the community

that we have a lot of resources available that parents in general might not
know how to access,” said
CEO Lindsay Carson of
ELC.
While the parents spent
their time talking and perusing through materials
provided by summer camp
and VPK service providers,
the children enjoyed chasing, pinching and clinging
to PLATO, everyone’s favorite Publixsaurus, compliments
of
Publix
Supermarkets, which was
one of the primary sponsors of the event.
Another highlight of the
event was the St. Petersburg Police Department K9 Unit demonstration.
When the parents and
their children needed an energy boost from all the running around, they were
provided with free turkey,
ham, bologna and cheese
sandwiches, a bag of chips
and a bottle of water donated by Boar’s Head.
“The committee, people
from the community and
community agencies came
together and said we need
to have everything—in
terms of what would be
available for the summer—
under one roof,” said Terri
Culbertson, director of
quality at ELC.
The ELC of Pinellas
County is a not-for-profit
planning and funding

agency focused on early
care and education. Their
goal is to prepare all children to enter kindergarten
ready to succeed. The coalition achieves this goal in
collaboration with community partners by providing
services. These services
are offered year round
through licensed and insured service providers.
Under the same umbrella of services from ELC
is the VPK program. The
VPK program offers a 540
instructional hour school
year program or a 300 instructional hour summer
program to give youngsters
a head start in literacy,
mathematics and primary
critical thinking skills, all of
which are prerequisites to
be successful in the public
schools of the 21st century.
Some of the vendors
who participated were the
YMCA of Greater St. Petersburg, R’ Club, Juvenile
Welfare Board, Pinellas
County Schools, Eckerd
Community Alternatives,
United Way Suncoast and
many more.
For more information
about ELC, which is housed
in the YMCA Childs Park
building at 691 43rd St. S.,
St Petersburg, you can contact Matt Spence at 727-5481509.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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One Church One Child of Florida
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From ADOPT, page 1

least 21 years of age, financially stable and not
currently receiving public
assistance. No criminal
history is a plus, but depending on the charge and
how long ago the act was
committed, even that can
be overlooked.
Potential foster families must attend various
classes, such as an initial
orientation meeting and
professional
parenting
training. They also must
submit to a home study to
make sure it meets the
qualifications for child
placement, but the agencies work with potential
foster applicants to meet
all the standards.
The downside, those
agreeing to foster must be
willing to cope with the uncertainty of how long they
will have a child to care
for.
“The child could end
up staying there as short
as three days and as long
as three years or more,”
said Fayson who informed
that parents of children in
foster care have up to one
year to get their act together and abide by the
court’s ruling. After they
meet the requirements,
they can regain custody
even if a bond has already
been established with
their foster family. “It just
depends on the child’s situation.”
If a long-term commitment is more of what
you’re looking for, adoption
is the way to go. Adopting
a child in the foster care
system has many incentives to entice potential applicants into making a
more permanent commitment. Besides the reward
of knowing you’re helping
out a child, there are financial perks to consider.
For starters, adopting a
child from foster care costs
little or nothing. The required training class and
the home study are provided at no cost to the applicant and even court
costs and fees can be paid
by the agency responsible
for the child if the adopting
family can’t afford them.

OFFICE: 727-865-1591
FAX: 727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US





The adoption is secure.
In Florida, children from
foster care are not deemed
available for adoption until
parental rights are terminated, so there is no
chance that a parent can
change their minds and
terminate the adoption.
Another perk to adopting a child permanently is
the financial assistance
given to adopting families.
Most will likely qualify for
assistance
financial
through a monthly subsidy to help offset the ongoing costs of caring for a
child. Healthcare, which
can get quite expensive
when it comes to children,
is also eligible to be covered through Medicaid
until the child turns 18 and
in some cases 21.
Yet another incentive
to adopting is the free college tuition. In welcoming
a child into your home
through adoption, college
is covered to any state university, community college or vocational school
in Florida, which makes
adopting a teen in need of
a home seem more
doable.
Matching a child with a
potential family has even
become easier. Those
looking to adopt can pick a
child via website viewings
to see if there’s a child
they may be interested in.
Matching events are even

held where prospective
families play games with
children in need of a
home.
“You check out the
kids,” said Fayson, “and in
the meantime the children
are checking you out,”
which is a situation that
she views as a positive, but
also a sad representation
of the foster care system.
“Imagine going to one of
these events, whether it’s
fun or not, you’re there to
find a family.”
A scary process, but
unfortunately the circumstances exist, so Fayson
and the other members of
One Church One Child of
Florida work hard to
match families with a child
as best they can.
“The children we are
talking about have been
taken out of their home
due to abuse, abandonment or neglect,” Fayson
said. “Whether you foster
or adopt, it is a big commitment.”
Over 50 percent of children waiting to be adopted
are minorities and most
are over eight years old
and many are members of
sibling groups, which
makes it difficult to find
homes both permanent
and temporary. Older children are harder to place
and multimember family
dynamics makes it difficult for siblings to stay to-

gether.
But Fayson argues that
by finding just one family
per church to adopt or
enter the foster care system, the crisis of homeless
children could greatly be
reduced.
Some churches are
asked to be prayer partners, others can become
Watch Care participants
giving birthday or Christmas gifts, inviting children
in foster care to attend
their church or participate
in a child’s activities, such
as providing a support system for older teens.
Fayson’s goals, however, is to get churches to
make a deeper commitment and agree to have a
tool kit display in their
church with brochures or
professional photos complete with bios of children
to spark interest their congregants.
“You think it would be
easy for a pastor to say,
‘Yeah I’ll sign up,’ but it
has been a challenge over
the years,” said Fayson.
For more information
on One Church One Child
of Florida call 1-888-2830886, visit them online at
www.ococfl.org, or speak
to a recruitment coordinator locally by calling (813)
985-7831.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Shampoo Me
Haircuts $10 for adults $5 for kids
Dominican Blowouts $35.00 (Reg. $40)
Bomb Twist $250.00
includes the hair (Reg. $300)
2218 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(across from Lakeview Shopping Center)

Stop by or call (727) 623-9875
Coupon expires 5/21/15

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705




   





  





Call TODAY for an appointment

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com

Phone: 727-894-1734

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2015

BLAST FROM THE PAST

Do you recognize any of
the people in these
photographs? If so,
please give us a call at
727-896-2922.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Fifth Avenue COC Youth Summit
From YOUTH, page 1

caught up in some other
bad
elements,”
said
Daniels. He has worked for
nearly 28 years in the Parks
and Recreation Department and along with Coach
Tim Murray they both
work to create sporting opportunities in order to keep
kids busy.
Attendees were made
aware of the before and
after school opportunities
and the summer program
that is no charge for students on free and reduced
lunch.
Henry Johnson of Common Sense Motivational
Speaking came next, inspiring the group to aim toward
becoming their own men
and women, not just followers.
Johnson used to be a juvenile probation officer
where he saw countless
children make the wrong
decisions time and time
again. Currently he enjoys
speaking straight up with
teens on the important issues affecting their lives
each day.
“What do people call
you,” he asked the room,
emphasizing that it’s not
about what you call yourself, but what somebody is
going to say about you.
“You can say you’re a man,
but there’s a lot that entails.”
Johnson encouraged
both boys and girls to emulate positive role models
and not look to the wrong
type of individuals when it
comes to making important
life decisions. “You can’t
miss what you’re close to,”
he said. “Some of them will
rub off on you.”
Another organization
that is working hard for
teens and young adults is
Youth Connect. Providing
up to $3,500 for students to
begin technical or vocational training, Youth Connect is making an impact in
the community. After completing specialized programs in an array of job
fields, such as nursing, dental assisting or auto tech
and body, graduates can
make $20-$30 an hour
when they are finished.
So if you are finding
yourself wanting to go to college but don’t have the funds
for it, the $3,500 goes a long
way in paying for a spot in a
technical program.

“Never think that education is not important,”
said Senior Youth Career
Coordinator Sandra Contreras. She believes learning
something tangible that
can be used to promote a
positive future is a sure
thing. “Nobody can take education from you,” she said.
“It will always be with you.”
The teen summit was
sure to invite young adults
such as Marshae Scott to
connect with the youths.
Scott, who earned her
Bachelor’s Degree in Management and Finance,
along with a Master’s Degree in Business Administration, had difficulty
finding a job when she
graduated. After volunteering at the Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL), she
was hired on and for the
last eight months has been
guiding others in looking
for jobs and making themselves more employable.
Scott discussed the various programs the PCUL
offers such as low-income
energy assistance and the
highways to health program with their mobile bus
gassed up and ready to go.
Ariel Finnissee discussed the NULITES program for children aged
10-18 and encouraged
those in attendance to sign
up and take part. The club
meets at Childs Park
YMCA every third and
fourth Saturday of the
month where they play
theme based games and listen to guest speakers.
“There are different
routes to everything,” said
Finnissee. “That’s what we
try to inform the kids
about.”
Various other programs
were discussed such as the
STYLE, a summer program
for 14-16 year olds where students learn about starting
their own business and financial literacy, earning a $500
stipend upon completion.
Jade Spradley spoke to
the youths about a relatively new program called
the Florida Urban Youth
Empowerment Program
(UYEP) where special emphasis is placed on minorities who are disconnected
from traditional education
and job systems. The UYEP
delivers academics, career
exploration and personal
development opportunities

for young adults between
the ages of 16 and 24.
James Myles, executive
director of Bethel Community Foundation, Inc. got
the chance to speak with
the youth about what to do
and what not to do in
today’s society reciting
some alarming statistics.
Myles said that last year
alone some 4,900 kids were
arrested for juvenile offenses. These included, but
were not limited to, shoplifting, battery, stealing cars
and breaking into houses.
“All those are crimes,”
Myles informed. “There’s
some forgiveness in the juvenile justice system, but
not as much as you think.”
Myles also enlightened
the youth to the fact that
their juvenile record will
not just disappear when
they become an adult.

When applying for any government job, the military, a
job in education or even a
college scholarship, the
past can be an open book.
“It doesn’t disappear,”
he continued. “This notion
that ‘I can just cut the fool
and do what I want to do as
a juvenile’ is not true.”
And with almost 3,000
of those 4,900 juvenile
delinquents
roaming
around Pinellas County
being African American,
Myles was sure to ask the
teens why that was.
“We’ve forgotten who
we are and where we came
from,” said Myles as he
passed out a list of African
cultural norms. He got
teens such as Ammeshia
from Lakewood High
School and Josh from
Gibbs High to join in the
discussion and to stop and

think about their choices.
Wells Fargo Bank Manager Madeline Minier and
Community Financial Educator Shawn Lanier with
the GTE Credit Union both
spoke to the kids about saving money, being financially responsible, how to
use credit wisely and the
difference between good
and bad debt.
Mentoring Coordinator
Jim Oliver with the Community Mentoring Program was there to
encourage students to ask
for a mentor if they need
help in academics, help
with their family dynamics
or just getting to know
themselves better.
Oliver recruits, trains
and assigns mentors to students. If you are interested
in becoming a mentor, the
next monthly information






session will be April 14 at 6
p.m. at the Creole Café, 901
22nd St. S., St. Petersburg.
You can also contact Oliver
directly at 727-557-8531.
Tiffany Tunsil conducted her session on the
Fifth Avenue Mentoring
Program, which is a program that empowers Christian and at-risk youth in our
community to make positive life choices that enable
them to maximize their personal potential. For more
information, log on to
www.5thavementors.org
City Councilman Steve
Kornell spent the whole
day at the summit attending session after session. At
the end he spoke to youth
on voting and getting involved to make changes.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The 5th Annual James Weldon Johnson Literacy Fest
From READ page 1

Mayor Kriseman took
time to become part of the
festivities recognizing the
continued efforts put forth
by the Friends of Johnson
Library and thanked them
for their tireless dedication.
“We all know how important it is for kids to start
reading at as early an age
as possible. That’ll help us
get to that point where we
truly do become that city of
opportunity where the sun
is shining on everybody,
and Lord knows it’s shining
really brightly today.”
More than two decades
ago, Kevin Johnson and
Ernie Coney spearheaded
Friends of Johnson Branch
Library, Inc. as a means to
promote
reading,
resources and library availability
for
inner-city
children and families. They
have played an integral role
in the development of
Pinellas County’s library
system, and together with
volunteers they have been
able to see their dreams of
increased library patronage.
Each year the Friends
of Johnson recognizes an
outstanding volunteer by
presenting them with an
award. Last year Friends
member Shabazz Rogers
was the proud recipient of
the award for his mentoring, tutoring and volunteerism. This year he had
the pleasure of bestowing
the honor to the Coney, the
president of the organization.
Coney didn’t suspect a
thing; right up to the mo-

ment his name was called.
“You got me. You got me really, really good,” he said. “I
was really stunned!
It
didn’t cross my mind at all.
I delegated that out to
someone else to take care
of and they handed it to
me.”
Johnson, vice president
of
the
organization,
laughed as he said, “I
pulled a fast one on him!
The man has been phenomenal and we had to
show our gratitude. He was
instrumental in getting the
librar y where it is now. It’s
all about the young people;
all about education. He’s a
hard worker and a public
servant. He’s the man!”
Mika Nelson, library director for the City of St. Petersburg, imparted words
of wisdom about how important it is for literacy in
Pinellas County to be supported.
“Kids who are not ready
to read when coming into
Kindergarten and do not
have the pre-reading skills
really developed, usually

aren’t able to make it and
stay on track throughout
the elementary school;
therefore, they won’t be
prepared for middle school
and high school. When
they are not reading on par
by fourth grade, they are
more likely to drop out altogether. That is unacceptable. There is no reason
why a kid isn’t ready and
proficient in reading and
able to progress and be
successful in life.”
Coney would like the
community to know that it
is their library and they
need to come out and make
use of it. There are computers where kids come out
and do their homework
and college kids come to
do research.
Vendors from area businesses and organizations
took part in this event with
displays of crafts, paintings,
jewelry and more. If you
missed the fun this year,
next year promises to be
even bigger with more entertainment, vendors, food
and of course, books!
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Local girl makes good
From MARTINA page 1

“It’s funny because
we’re considered to be a
small city or small town, but
there’s so much talent that
comes out of here,” said
Sykes who shared that so
much talent continues to flow
from St. Pete to New York
and beyond.
“Everybody I know like
Sir
Brock,
LaQuelle,
Ephraim, Lashawn, Janderline, Archie – all of these people can sing, and better than
I’ve heard in New York,” she
said. St. Pete breeds a certain
level of talent … everything
is at a higher stake!”
The next thing that you
might expect to hear is how
this talented group of young
people have stepped over
each other to get that first big
break, but Sykes reveals another unique side of the community that she cherishes.
“We were always creating; we were always pushing
each other to get better
whether it was ‘I’m trying out
this new choreography and I
want to try it out on you.’ So
we would go in the front or in
the backyard and learn new
steps for an upcoming game
or talent show. You could also
find us singing in three-part
harmony or writing songs.
There was constant creativity
going on.”
Another strong influence
on Sykes was her big brother
Ephraim. “We didn’t know
Ephraim could sing or dance
until he got into Perkins and
was in the fifth grade,” said
Sykes. “Seeing him excel in
dance and how dedicated he
was to his craft and learning
about it made me want to do
it even more.”
Sykes would face a major
challenge while attending
the Pinellas County Center
for the Arts in Musical Theatre at Gibbs High School.
“When I got to Gibbs
things started happening,
and things got really, really
rough. I felt discouraged because of things I was going
through personally with my
family and then at school
where you were in constant
competition with your peers.
It just made me want to stop
it all together.”
Sykes was about to let go
of her dream of being a performing artist when she entered the University of
Florida in Gainesville. Her
ambitions were to get a degree to work as either a
sports agent, in public relations or press agent. She was
content with her change of
career focus.
“I just wanted get a master’s degree and be happy,”
said Sykes.
However, about a month
before she was to graduate
from UF, she got a call.
“Ephraim called me and
said, ‘I know you said you
didn’t want to sing anymore
or do musical theatre anymore, but I really think you
should come up here and
give it a try.’”
Big brother was subtle
but determined to not let his

little sister tuck her talent
away in a dark closet. He told
her that growing up and seeing her talent he knew what
she had to offer the world.
Ephraim told her that she
couldn’t just sit on the gift
that God gave her. He encouraged her to try and if it
didn’t work out within six
month, she could always go
back and get her degree.
The script for her destiny
in life would shift once again.
She came to terms with the
pain she felt from her mother
and father’s divorce and resumed her dream. After all,
she was put on this Earth to
fulfill a purpose.
Going to the Big Apple
That constant flow of creativity among family and
friends that Sykes talked
about would be the catalyst
for her journey to New York
City, a booming metropolis of
over eight million people.
When she arrived, the events
that followed made it crystal
clear that Ephraim’s foresight was dead on the money.
“When I moved up there,
I moved in the house with Sir
Brock, LaQuelle and Raymond,” said Sykes.
The three dancers that
she moved in with were the
same young people that
pushed each other in backyard rehearsals, that went to
the same schools and that
performed together in “The
Chocolate Nutcracker,” The
Black History Pageant and
the Dundu Dole African
Dance Ballet. A support network of close friends pursuing their artistic dreams from
her hometown was already in
place when she arrived.
“Everybody from St. Pete
– we were under one roof,
and we really pushed each
other to accept those failures,
those rejections and all the
no’s that we got at auditions.
We helped each other get
better,” said Sykes.
When she had to learn an
8 count for an audition, she
had personal tutors right in
the house.
“We’d take the couch and
move it into the hallway to
learn dance steps. When
LaQuelle needed help with
her singing, we would pitch
in. We called ourselves the
house of talent because it became a house of always producing creativity,” Sykes
remarked.
An example of the
group’s dedication to their individual crafts would be reflected in vision boards that
they created to project their
goals,
aspirations
and
dreams. Sykes said that they
started what they called
“Creative Tuesday” where
the artists went into their
own rooms and worked on
choreography, a song, a
poem or a new instrument
for one to two hours and then
presented what they created
or learned to the group.
God’s grace trumps
imps of doubt
The dark side is always
lurking in the background,

waiting patiently to seize the
opportunity to pillage, plunder and devour. As the rejections between performance
jobs mounted, Sykes began
to question herself and what
she was doing.
Before she went on the
audition for Motown, she
called her parents crying and
said she was done and
wanted to come home. She
was getting short on money
and didn’t want to keep asking her parents and her
brother for support.
Her whole family was really supportive of her dreams
and didn’t want her tied
down to a 9 to 5 job and miss
auditions. They helped her
out financially, but she felt
like a burden to them.
“I felt like I kept hitting
the wall and things weren’t
going the way I wanted them
to go,” she stated.
That call took place on
the Friday before the Motown audition, which was on
the following Thursday.
“My parents said, ‘You
know what, just stay until the
Motown auditions, see how
that goes, and if it doesn’t
work out you can come
home for a little while and
we’ll figure it out,’” she recalled.
She went to audition that
Thursday, and got the call on
Friday that she had booked
it!
Sykes was now a cast
member in the Broadway hit
touring show “Motown - The
Musical.” She has been touring now for exactly one year.
Sykes said that she learned
how Motown had helped
shaped history such as how
people responded when they
heard the captured recording that Dr. Martin Luther
King was shot. She also reflected on how Motown put
African-American artists in
the mainstream of the American music scene.
“Black artists recorded
and released songs, but they
weren’t played until white
groups did covers of their
songs and sold millions,” said
Sykes. “Motown helped
change that in a big way.”
The “yes” of “yeses!”
Sykes first encounter
with Motown great Berry
Gordy occurred at her final
audition. She was really nervous and intentionally did not
wear her contacts or her
glasses because she didn’t
want to read their facial expressions.
She wanted to be able to
do her thing and zone out.
Once she was in her zone auditioning, she saw Gordy
banging on the table and raising his hands and smiling,
Sykes recalled.
“When I thought about
it,” Sykes said, “this is the
same person that auditioned
Mary Wells, Marvin Gaye,
Stevie Wonder, Diana Ross
and The Supremes, Martha
Reeves and the Vandellas,
Smokey Robinson and the
Miracles, the Temptations,
Gladys Knight and the Pips

and Michael Jackson, and
here it is that I’m standing in
front of him auditioning. And
that feeling I have not been
able to put in words yet!”
Sykes said the anxiety
and the weight she felt as she
left the audition room was replaced with an overwhelming sense of humbleness and
gratefulness. “I am blessed,
I’m loved and I’m appreciated,” she exclaimed.
“All of the no’s I got over
the last three years … this
one yes made all the difference because this yes is not
just a casting director or
Broadway yes, this yes is a
legendary yes,” Sykes said
The Afterword
Sykes is blessed with
three families: her immediate
family, her creative family
and her Bethel Community
Baptist Church family. Every
night during the performance, a group of Bethel members, as well as former
teachers, checked her out in
“Motown - The Musical.”
A full busload of Bethel
members pulled out from the
church’s parking lot last Sat.,
March 21 to see her perform. The next day, and the
last day of the show, Sykes
did what she always does —
she came to sing for her
church family during morning worship. She took a few
moments before returning to
The Stratz Center to take pictures with many people who
nurtured her and saw her
grow up.
“They were always there
for me, opened up their
homes and took me in especially during those teen years
you know. Mother Reese and
Mr. and Mrs. Hosey — I was
at their house all the time!
Thank you so so much,” she
said.
“I am grateful to God that
he blessed me with such
great parents because there’s
nobody else in the world that
I could or would want to see
as my parents,” Sykes said as
she began to choke up.
For the next wave of performing arts talent in St. Pete
that will be arriving on the
scene, Sykes suggested that
they “point to themselves
and focus on what they do
best.” However, what she
feels is most important if you
want to succeed is having
faith in your higher power
“because that’s what will get
you through those hard
times.”
Martina Sykes in the
daughter of Rev. Dr.
Emanuel Sykes and Belinda
Sykes.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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Quilting artist at Gallerie 909
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The vivid, colorful quilts of
Eugenia Conner Washington form the centerpiece
of The Journey, an exhibit
currently showing at Gallerie 909, will be on display
through April 4.
“I’ve sewn on and off
since I was a child, and I
used to make a lot of my
clothing and stuff,” Washington recalled. “I’d made
quilts in the past but not for
a long time,” she said. “But
once I retired I was inspired
by a book I read and I decided to see if I could take
on a challenge.”
The fruits of this challenge were bed-sized quilts
for each of her five siblings.
“And it sort of took
off from there,” the 68 year
old said.
Washington not only
makes functional quilts
from traditional and modern patterns, but designs
and creates art quilts that
often depict Afro-centric
themes. In one such work a
group of four African
women walk down a dirt
road, carrying baskets on
their heads. The lush-looking green grass and the brilliantly blue sky form a
vibrant background while
the purples and yellows and
oranges of the women’s
dresses and clothing pop
against the natural, earthy
backdrop.
For this particular quilt,
as with others, inspiration
struck the Clearwater resident from an everyday
source.
“It’s based on a drawing
from a cookbook I had,” she
explained. “I might be inspired by something I see. I
keep a sketchbook and if I
come up with a design idea,
I’ll do a sketch. Designs
come
from
different
sources, I could be inspired
from a photo I see.”
Since she also works
with clay to produce ceramic art, which also features Afro-centric themes,
some of these works may
be reinterpreted through

her needle and thread
medium.
“One of the pieces that’s
currently on exhibit is actually based on a piece I did in
clay,” she said.
What has made Washington’s creative output all
the more remarkable is that
she suffers from a
degenerative visual impairment. Macular degeneration typically affects elderly
people but it gripped Washington earlier in life.
“It took eye specialists
quite a while to figure out
what was going on,” she
said. “I was in my 40s and I
was told it was relatively
rare.”
The degeneration became severe enough where
Washington even had to
give up driving. She was
also diagnosed with glaucoma in her 40s. Despite
these challenges, she was
determined not to let it stop
her from expressing herself
as an artist.
“I’m legally blind so it’s
impossible for me to thread
my sewing machine without
using an assistant device,”
she said. “There are some
techniques that I don’t do
because my eyesight is
poor. My hand sewing skills
are not like they used to be,
but thank goodness for
sewing machines!”
The amount of time it
takes to produce a quilt
from start to finish varies
for
Washington,
as
she doesn’t sit down to quilt
for too long at any given
time. She might cut pieces
out one day and start to assemble them the next and
go from there, she explained. One of the rewarding things to Washington is
that each quilt she produces
is unique, and can become
something future generations can admire and enjoy.
“There are people who
collect antique quilts,” she
affirmed. “They get to be
something that can be
passed on or passed down,
and for me that’s rewarding
to produce something that
may be around for quite
some time.”
The way Washington

sees it, The Journey represents the path that she has
followed and continues to
follow in the creative
process—whether it’s taking sewing classes, joining
quilting guilds or simply
learning the craft on her
grandmother’s sewing machine as a child.
“Over the years I’ve

added to my repertoire of
skills and arrived at where I
am now,” she said. “But I’m
still on that journey.”
Gallerie 909 is located at
909 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Eugenia Conner Washington, left,
and gallery owner Carla Bristol.

The Passion – Original
Screenplay
ST. PETERSBURG – It’s
that time of year again. Victory Christian Center presents its annual production
of the “Passion” April 1 - 3
at 7 p.m. and April 4 at
1 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Last year’s production
received rave reviews from
the community with over
800 in attendance. This
year due to increased demands, they’ve added additional shows. The “Passion”
performance, written and
directed
by
Angelia
Fletcher Mavros, is a show
designed to tug at your
emotions.
The objective of the play
is to transcend time, taking
the audience back by illustrating several of Jesus’
teachings, healings and his
crucifixion. It is an interactive play with the cast often
engaging the audience.
The role of Jesus Christ
is portrayed by Jay C. McClendon who gives a stellar
performance. The Victory
Christian Center dancers,
under the leadership of Dominique Patterson, will
make you feel like you’re at
Carnegie Hall. Cecil Odom,

Charles
Clark,
John
Mavros and Donn Freshler
are returning this year in
the role of Roman guards
guaranteed to raise the hair
on the back of your neck.
The Honorable Judge
Patrice Moore stars in the
unforgettable role of Mary
Magdalene.
Angelia
Fletcher
Mavros sent out special invites to Bob Devin Jones of
Studio@620 and Dr. Cody
Clark of Gibbs High School
with high hopes of collaborating with them and taking
the production to the professional arena and hopefully one day to an outdoor
theatre.
Victory Christian Center is a non-denominational
church under the leadership of Pastor Claude S.
Williams. The church is located at 3012 18th Ave. S.
We invite all to come out
and join us for an exciting
performance. You will not
be disappointed.
For groups of 10 or
more, seating can be reserved by calling (727) 4038111.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

   




 
   




 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Victory Christian Center Church





Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 






 

 

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

Rev. Sarah Edwards extends an invitation for you to join us in agreement
with God our Father, the Word and one another as the Body of Christ. Since
we know Jesus Christ as the Head; let us get to know our Pastors and
Church leaders. Hear their personal testimony of salvation and call into ministry. Others will also share their testimonies of salvation. Join us with authentic fellowship; celebrating “koinonia” as the early Church did – until we
come into the unity of the faith.
Refreshments will be served. Ministering with the arts, engaging
conversations as the community of Believers, based on Biblical principles,
and creative ice breakers. Location: Glad Tidings Assemblies Of God
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 3371
3rd Sundays. 6:30 pm 3 FMI: 727.323.5017
Dr. Randy Helms, Sr. Pastor

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712



 


 
     
  
  





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567




Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  
















 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  




   

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

 

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

Pastor’s Corner

To the COMMUNITY ATLARGE, YOU ARE INVITED TO
COME AND TAKE THIS JOURNEY ON THE ROAD TO CALVARY WITH US. The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church, the
Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Official Family and the entire Church
Family extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the 10:45 am
worship service, and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am. Pray for
our Sick, Shut-in, Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
MONTH OF MARCH: “THE
MONTH OF THE WOMAN”
Mar. 26 – 7 pm – Y-GOD
(Young Gentlemen of Distinction –
Age 12-17 the Community Youth
are also invited to be a part of this
Program.
Mar. 28 – 11 am – West Coast
Baptist District Association Retreat
held at Elizabeth Baptist Church,
100 South Orange Avenue, Arcadia, Florida, Rev. Jerry Alexander,
Jr., Host Pastor. Moderator Evans
has invited West Coast Churches to
contact Friendship IF YOU NEED
Transportation. Bus will leave
Friendship at 9 am.

Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

“THE ROAD TO CALVARY”
Mar. 29 – 6 pm – Greater Mt.
Zion AME Church, 1045 16th
Street South, St. Petersburg, Worship Leader, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Preacher, Dr. Wayne G. Thompson.
Mar. 30 – 7 pm – Greater Mt.
Zion AME Church, Worship
Leader, Dr. Wayne G. Thompson,
Preacher, Dr. Clarence A. Williams.
Friendship's Adult Choir, Male
Chorus and 2nd Sunday Ushers.
Mar. 31 – 7 pm – Greater Mt.
Zion AME Church, Worship
Leader, Dr. Clarence A. Williams,
Preacher, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor of Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church.
Apr. 1 – 7 pm – Consecration
and Anointing Services, Colors:
Purple, Location, Greater Mt. Zion
AME Church, Worship Leader, Dr.
Wayne G. Thompson, Preacher,
Dr. Clarence A. Williams.
Apr. 2 – 7 pm – Night in White
– Holy Communion, Location,
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street South, St.
Petersburg, Worship Leader, Dr.
Clarence A. Williams, Preacher, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor, Friendship Adult Choir, Male Chorus and

3rd Sunday Ushers.
Apr. 3 – 7 pm – Washing of
Hands – Colors: Black & Red, Location, First Baptist Institutional
Church, 3144 3rd Ave. S., St. Petersburg, Worship Leader, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Preacher, Dr. Wayne
G. Thompson.
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 and PRESS 2.
Thought for the Week: AND
THEY LAID PALMS BENEATH
HIS FEET, WHAT WILL YOU LAY
BEFORE THE LORD.
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S.. St.
Petersburg, 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
WE ARE NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK on the
PASTOR'S IMAGE at the top of the
Page.
Also Visit West Coast Baptist
District Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
Invite your family and
friends to join us for a Resurrection Celebration Weekend. We
will start with a special service on
Good Friday, April 3rd at 7 pm

then we will have the SpringFest
2015 on Saturday at 1 pm at
Thomas “Jet” Jackson Center.
Easter morning will begin with a
Sun Rise Service at Lassing Park
at 6:15 am followed by Worship
services at 7:45 am & 10 am. Feel
free to wear your Business Casual attire on Easter Sunday.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social.
Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more

by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE (Keyword: MZPMBC). Visit our website and let’s get connected
today!www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955 20th
St. S., St. Petersburg Fla. 727894-4311, email: info@mzprogressive.org.

10th Street Church of God
“THE LAST SUPPER” a wonderfully-cast, theatrical Easter production to include a communion
service will be held on Good Friday,
April 3, 2015 7:00 p.m. at New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church, 2120
19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL.
This is the 6th Easter production
partnership between 10th Street
Church of God and New Hope Missionary Baptist Church.

The Last Supper is the final meal
that, in the Gospel accounts, Jesus
shared with his Apostles in Jerusalem
before his crucifixion. It is commemorated by Christians especially on
Maundy Thursday. Moreover, the
Last Supper provides the scriptural
basis for the Eucharist also known as
“Holy Communion” or “The Lord’s
Supper”. The production specifically
portrays the reaction given by each

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community
at large, its wish that there would
be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
core, the belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing
for a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of His
son, Jesus Christ.
Events for March
Mar. 25-28-Congress No. 2-

St. Mark M. B. Church Hosting.
Wed., 25 & Thurs. 26: Refreshments - 6:30 p.m., Open Session
7 p.m. Fri., 27 - No Refreshments.
Opening Session - 7 p.m. Dinner
& Business Meeting, 8:30 p.m.
Mar. 29 - Palm Sunday with
Foreign Mission Emphasis. Operation Love in Action: Visitation
of Sick
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday school held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday school starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Young
Adult
Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited

Apostle when Jesus said one of them
would betray him. All twelve apostles
have different reactions to the news,
with various degrees of anger and
shock. You don’t want this dramatic
presentation!!
Doors will open at 6:00 p.m.
There is no cost and there’s only one
performance, so come early for
prime seating .

to come out to study the Bible
with us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday:
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday:
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening:
7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday
of each month: 7:30 p.m.

BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Whose your daddy?
The media is putting so
much emphasis on children
being raised without a healthy ‘father’ image today. Especially,
within the African-American culture. That our black sons are the
lost boys in America. And our
black girls are demented, insecure and sex craved. This is simply not true. Never the less, too
many have bought into that
mindset. Programs, grants and
super-progressive people have
decided that they will become
their savior and heal them.
When they themselves need to
be healed. This perception is also
embraced within the church.
If there is only one parent
who is saved that’s training up
your child or a mother and a father who is jointly engaged in the
training up your child. Parents,
hear me clearly. Examine yourself and understand which path
you are on. Hopefully, you have
decided to live your life in the
free path of righteousness that
only you accepting Jesus as your
personal Savior and LORD; the
one your ancestors took and walk
therein. Trust in God’s holy
Word and lean on His everlasting
arm to bear you up when you feel
weary. Then boldly teach your
child whose your daddy. That
your Father is also their Father
regardless of who their daddy
[sperm donor] is.
God being your Father has

created you in His image and
likeness. He used the seed of a
male man [your daddy] to transport you into the earthly realm
[your mother’s womb] as either
a male man or a female man.
Teach them the truth that our Father loved all of us so much he
prepared a Pastoral Lamb to be
sacrifice for the total payment for
yours and their sin. That was His
son, Jesus Christ, our LORD and
those who have yet to believe and
accept Jesus as the Savior, their
GOD.
For all of you who are baptized into Christ you have been
clothed with Christ Jesus. There
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free man, there
is neither male nor female; for
you are all one in the spiritual
body of Christ Jesus which is the
voice and consciousness of God
in the earth. And if you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s
descendant, an heir according to
the promise God made to
him.[Galatians 3].
A few of God’s promises to
you as the seed of Abraham are:
the Lord your God will set you
high above all the nations on
earth. All these blessings will
come on you and accompany you
if you obey the Lord your God.
You will be blessed in the city and
blessed in the country. The fruit
of your womb will be blessed,
and the crops of your land and

the young of your livestock—the
calves of your herds and the
lambs of your flocks. Your basket
and your kneading trough will be
blessed. You will be blessed
when you come in and blessed
when you go out. The Lord will
grant that the enemies who rise
up against you will be defeated
before you. They will come at
you from one direction but flee
from you in seven. The Lord will
send a blessing on everything
you put your hand to. The Lord
your God will bless you in the
land he is giving you.
The Lord will establish you as his
holy people, if walk in obedience
to him. Then all the peoples on
earth will see that you are called
by the name of the Lord, and
they will fear you. The Lord will
grant you abundant prosperity.
Even airplanes. The Lord will
open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain
on your land in season and to
bless all the work of your hands.
You will lend to many nations but
will
borrow
from
none.
The Lord will make you the head,
not the tail. If you pay attention to
the commands of the Lord your
God and carefully follow them,
you will always be at the top,
never at the bottom. Do not turn
aside to follow other gods and
serving them. [Deuteronomy 28]
Now, that’s just like our big
daddy! Our Father!
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